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1 http://www.genresbridge.eu/about-us/events/event/feedback-workshop-on-the-european-genetic-
resources-strategy  

http://www.genresbridge.eu/about-us/events/event/feedback-workshop-on-the-european-genetic-resources-strategy
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22 http://www.gentree-h2020.eu  
3 https://www.interreg-central.eu/Content.Node/SUSTREE.html  
4 https://www.biodiversa.org/1024  
5 http://www.lifegenmon.si  

http://www.gentree-h2020.eu/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/Content.Node/SUSTREE.html
https://www.biodiversa.org/1024
http://www.lifegenmon.si/


 

 
 



 
6 EFI Facilities are units that build on research knowledge and address particular policies, topics and activities 

through capacity building, networking and the provision of demand-based expertise. https://efi.int/facilities  

7 http://www.ecpgr.cgiar.org/ 
8 https://www.rfp-europe.org/ 

http://www.genresbridge.eu/
http://www.genresj.org/
https://efi.int/facilities


 

 
 

 

 

 

 





 

 
 

 
9 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3849e.pdf  
10 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/eu-
biodiversity-strategy-2030_en  

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3849e.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/eu-biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/eu-biodiversity-strategy-2030_en




 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11 Metzger, M.J., Bunce, R.G.H., Jongman, R.H.G., Sayre, R., Trabucco, A. & Zomer, R. 2013. A high-

resolution bioclimate map of the world: a unifying framework for global biodiversity research and monitoring. 

Global Ecology and Biogeography, 22(5): 630–638 
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12 http://www.fao.org/forest-genetic-resources/assessments/second-report/en/  

http://www.fao.org/forest-genetic-resources/background/national-focal-points/en/
http://www.fao.org/forest-genetic-resources/assessments/second-report/en/


 

 
 

 
13 http://www.euforgen.org/publications/publication/dynamic-conservation-and-utilization-of-forest-tree-
genetic-resources-indicators-for-in-situ/  

http://www.euforgen.org/publications/publication/dynamic-conservation-and-utilization-of-forest-tree-genetic-resources-indicators-for-in-situ/
http://www.euforgen.org/publications/publication/dynamic-conservation-and-utilization-of-forest-tree-genetic-resources-indicators-for-in-situ/




 

 
 





Summary of Expenditure - up to 31/12/2019

Details
Budget - 
Opening 

Balance (EUR)(1)

Total 
Expenditure

(EUR)

2018 
Expenditure

(EUR)

2019 
Expenditure

(EUR)

Budget - 
Balance

(EUR)
Secretarial Staff 418,650 376,284 206,490 169,794 42,366
Staff Travel 21,392 53,674 27,786 25,888 (32,282)
Steering Committee (meetings) 24,066 47,314 23,662 23,652 (23,248)
Working groups (meetings) 35,654 12,704 12,704 0 22,950
Workshops & other events 22,284 13,280 7,529 5,751 9,004
EUFGIS Portal 8,914 7,800 0 7,800 1,114
Publications & dissemination 8,914 23,268 2,167 21,100 (14,354)
Other Costs 35,654 0 0 0 35,654
Overheads 18.5% 106,473 98,850 51,863 46,987 7,623
Total 682,001 633,173 332,201 300,972 48,827

Funds Received via Bioversity International(2) 187,767   
2018 Contributions - Paid 339,662  
2019 Contributions - Paid 339,401

Closing Balance 233,657

Outstanding contributions not yet received by EFI - as at 07/04/2020

Country 2017 (EUR) 2018 (EUR) 2019 (EUR)
Moldova 2228 2,228

Total Outstanding 2228 0 2,228

Contributions received by EFI in relation to EUFORGEN Phase V

Country 2017 (EUR) 2018 (EUR) 2019 (EUR) 2020 (EUR)
Austria 11,320 11,320
Belgium 11,231 11,231
Croatia 7,666 7,666
Czech 7,666 7,666
Denmark 11,320 11,320
Estonia 5,615 5,615
Finland 11,320 11,320
France 33,871 33,871
Germany 33,871 33,871
Greece 11,320 11,320
Hungary(2) 7,666 7,666
Iceland 5,615 5,615
Ireland 7,666 7,666
Italy 14,083 14,083
Lithuania 5,615 5,615
Luxembourg 5,615 5,615
Moldova 2,228 0
Netherlands 14,083 14,083
Norway 11,320 11,320
Poland 11,320 11,320
Serbia 5,615 5,615
Slovakia(2) 7,666 7,666 7500
Slovenia 7,666 7,666
Spain 14,005 14,005
Sweden 11,320 11,320
Switzerland 14,083 14,083
Turkey 14,083 14,083
UK / Welsh government 33,871 33,871
Other 942 2,909
Total Received 0 339,662 339,401 7,500

(1) As per amendment to the EUFORGEN programme of work and budget for Phase V (1 January 2015–31 December 2019), agreed by 
EUFORGEN Steering Committee at its 12th meeting on 1 June 2017
(2) Balance in final report from Bioversity International was 239,734 USD$.  Balance received by EFI was 203,099 EUR€.  This included the 
2018 contributions from Hungary & Slovakia - both 7,666 EUR€.  Remaining amount is therefore 187,767 EUR€
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EUFORGEN 
EUROPEAN FOREST GENETIC RESOURCES 
PROGRAMME

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH POLICY RELEVANCE

DECEMBER 2019 

 Conserve forest genetic resources at all levels - key for the adaptation to climate change 

Climate change is a severe threat to forests. Genetic diversity ensures that forest trees can survive, adapt and evolve under 
changing environmental conditions. Future management options to adapt forests to climate change heavily rely on the 
availability of appropriate forest genetic resources. All European countries should collaborate to implement the pan-European 
strategy for genetic conservation of forest trees which aims to conserve the evolutionary potential of European forest tree 
species in a network of dynamic genetic conservation units. Moreover, the conservation of forest genetic resources needs to be 
improved at all levels of sustainable forest management in order to secure future adaptation of forest to climate change and the 
continued delivery of its services.

 Facilitate the appropriate choices of forest reproductive material 

The use of forest reproductive material that is genetically fitted for a specific site requires a sound knowledge about its identity, 
adaptive traits and adaptation potential. The identification and characterization of forest reproductive material should be 
improved, and science based tools should be developed and made available to support end-users and the regulating framework 
in the decision making.  Key information should include inter alia provenance recommendations, indicators for genetic diversity 
and, when available, results of genetic tests.

 Monitor adaptation and evolutionary potential of transferred forest reproductive material

Since forest reproductive material has been moved across Europe for a long time and in the future assisted migration is likely 
to become one of the adaptive measures for climate change, it is crucial to monitor adaptation and evolutionary potential of the 
moved material under different environmental conditions. An online information system for geo-referenced records of the origin, 
movement and use of forest reproductive material should be created to record the production, marketing and end use of the 
forest reproductive material and, where available, performance data too. 

These recommendations were identified through a consultative process within EUFORGEN Member countries.

EUFORGEN (European Forest Genetic Resources Programme is an international cooperation programme promoting the 
conservation and sustainable use of forest genetic resources in Europe as an integral part of sustainable forest management. 
The Programme was established in 1994, following the adoption of the 1990 resolution by the 1st Forest Europe Ministerial 
Conference. More than 30 European countries have contributed to EUFORGEN and its work, to date. Currently, 28 countries 
provide direct financial support to the Programme. The EUFORGEN Secretariat is hosted by European Forest Institute. 
www.euforgen.org
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European Forest Genetic Resources Programme (EUFORGEN)   

Phase V (2015–2019) 

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 2019  

Ewa Hermanowicz, EUFORGEN Secretariat, European Forest Institute 

In this report, the results of communication activities are presented against the objectives and 
indicators of achievement of the communication strategy and action plan for 2019 and evaluated 
based on the actual outcome.   

Objectives for 2019 

• Increase focus on reaching policy-makers
• Collaborate with EFI communications team for synergies
• Integrate EUFORGEN communication activities in the EFI communications strategy
• Strengthen media presence
• Continue feeding the established channels (website, YouTube, Flickr, Twitter, Facebook,

Wikipedia) with new contents seeking innovative formats

1. Website
1.1 Website traffic

In 2019, the website had approximately 90 visitors per day and an average of 4,134 visitors per 
month (figure 1). This represents an increase of 519 % compared to 2018. This is a significant 
increase that provides evidence of a  growing visibility beyond the core EUFORGEN community. The 
peak of daily page views was reached in the beginning of December 2019 with the highest number of 
views recorded on 9 December.  

Fig.1 Average monthly visitors to the EUFORGEN website. 

,
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Examining the most visited pages of the website, the ‘Species’ page remains clearly, similarly to 
previous years, the most popular of allwith almost 19,000 pageviews for the Species List. The second 
most popular page was the section “About Us” which contains general information about EUFORGEN 
(Almost 10 % of all pageviews). The high number of pageviews indicates an increasing interest in 
EUFORGEN.  

The number of non-bounced sessions for the ‘Species’ page was very high in comparison to the 
pageviews. This is an indicator that people found the relevant information on the website they were 
looking for. 

Most traffic in 2019 came from organic search – 69,8 %. (fig.2), meaning that viewers arrive at the   
the website by searching for keywords related to the EUFORGEN website and subsequently clicking 
on the link to the page in the search results. 

 

Fig. 2 Acquisition to the EUFORGEN website 

The species page of Pinus sylvestris was searched for the most out of all species and hit 1,809 
pageviews. Out of all the visitors of the website, 82,14% were new ones, showing a continued interest 
in the EUFORGEN website. This species was further promoted through the EUFORGEN Twitter 
channel at the end of March in the context of the weekly #ForestFacts, in which different tree species 
are highlighted usually every Friday of the week. 

 

2. News 

2.1 Newsletter 
According to the communication action plan for 2019, the target was to increase the number of 
subscribers to the EUFORGEN newsletter by 20 %, which was achieved. In January 2019, the 
newsletter had 398 subscribers, which increased to 650 subscribers one year later, representing an 
88 % increase. Newsletters were sent out in March, July, October and December.  
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2.2 News stories on forest genetic resources issues in Europe 

The following articles related to forest genetic resources (FGR) issues in Europe were written and 
published in 2019 in the ´News’ section of the website and further highlighted in the Newsletter. 
The variety of different articles  focused on FGR issues in Europe  illustrates the  multitude of  
different topics addressed within the  EUFORGEN network 

• First genetic conservation unit in the UK to protect Scots pine 
• Native black poplars now available from commercial nurseries in France 
• On the move – forest tree seeds and seedlings in trade 
• Adapting to climate change in Iceland 
• Safeguarding seeds in the deep freeze 
• Bioacoustics recording and systems thinking to help journalists report on complex science 
• Happy 25th Anniversary, EUFORGEN! 
• Prioritizing a nation’s tree species for genetic conservation 

 

At least two of the news items were posted back to back on the EFI Resilience Blog.  

According to the analytics, the article with the most views in 2019 was “Greening Iceland”, an 
article that was originally published  in 2017, but still remains the most viewed article on the 
website with 1,400 total views. The content of the article is still a current topic, which explains the 
continued interest byby new website visitors. 

Another article ‘Why active forest management is necessary’, published in2016, was also very 
frequently viewed  . Many readers referred to this article in order to engage with the topic of forest 
management and understand why it causes controversies in a public discourse. 

EUFORGEN published on several digital platforms such as the EFI website to promote the  a 
campaign for its 25th Anniversary, and advertise upcoming events, such as the joint event in 
Brussels, on December 13th. 

 

3. Social media  
Social media channels were actively maintained and used to promote relevant materials and attract 
the attention of new stakeholders.  

3.1 Twitter 

In the start of 2019, the EUFORGEN Twitter channel  had around 980 followers. Towards the end of 
2019, the profile grew   to 1,336 followers (36 % increase). The number of new followers totaled 
356, an average of 29.6 new followers per month. This channel is a stable and important 
mechanism to reach and maintain a wide network.  

25th Year anniversary 

The topic that gained the most attention on the EUFORGEN Twitter channel in 2019 was the 
celebration of EUFORGEN’s 25th anniversary. Blogposts on  the EUFORGEN website, the EFI 

http://www.euforgen.org/about-us/news/news-detail/first-genetic-conservation-unit-in-the-uk-to-protect-scots-pine/
http://www.euforgen.org/about-us/news/news-detail/native-black-poplars-now-available-from-commercial-nurseries-in-france/
http://www.euforgen.org/about-us/news/news-detail/on-the-move-forest-tree-seeds-and-seedlings-in-trade/
http://www.euforgen.org/about-us/news/news-detail/adapting-to-climate-change-in-iceland/
http://www.euforgen.org/about-us/news/news-detail/safeguarding-seeds-in-the-deep-freeze/
http://www.euforgen.org/about-us/news/news-detail/bioacoustics-recording-and-systems-thinking-to-help-journalists-report-on-complex-science/
http://www.euforgen.org/about-us/news/news-detail/happy-25th-anniversary-euforgen/
http://www.euforgen.org/about-us/news/news-detail/happy-25th-anniversary-euforgen/
http://www.euforgen.org/about-us/news/news-detail/prioritizing-a-nations-tree-species-for-genetic-conservation/
https://resilience-blog.com/
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Resilience Blog, and the Twitter campaign “EUFORGEN turns 25!” promoted the work of 
EUFORGEN in general and attracted more followers (38 in one month) of the account during this 
time. The account also reached its highest amount of “impressions” within one month.  Impressions 
indicates the number of times a Tweet has been seen. This includes not only the number of times it 
appears in one of the followers’ accounttimeline, but also the number the times it appeared in a 
search or as a result of someone liking the Tweet. In December 2019, EUFORGEN tweets were 
viewed 41.9K times. 

 

Fig 3. Example of a tweet of the “EUFORGEN turns 25” campaign 

 

Fig 4. Example of a tweet of the “EUFORGEN turns 25” campaign 

 

#ForestFacts 

Throughout the year, a ‘Friday Species’ campaign was continued on Twitter and Facebook to 
promote a species of interest by EUFORGEN usually every Friday of the week. The examples below 
show the engagement on Twitter related to a ‘Friday Species’. The engagement varied greatly  from 
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week to week, and depended on the tags used and the relevance of the species. These Tweets are 
often linking to the technical guidelines of the species on EUFORGEN website. 

 

 

Figure 5 and 6: Examples of ‘Friday Species’ Tweets and the related engagement rates. 

 

Twitter is an excellent tool to report live from events to  raise visibility, connect,, and showcase the 
types of events that thethe EUFORGEN community is participating in. It further allows for   
highlighting - in rather non-scientific ways - the different news and publications regarding 
EUFORGEN. Therefore, it attracts people outside EUFORGEN network. 

3.2 Facebook 

At the end of December 2019, the profile was followed by 821 people and liked by 771 people. The 
Facebook profile allows EUFORGEN to promote its overall activities and share among others, the 
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‘Friday tSpecies’ campaign. Through these posts, the number of followers constantly increased, 
resulting in a total of 32% from the beginning of the year. 

3.3 YouTube  

In 2019, the YouTube channel was mainly used for sharing the recordings of the webinars in 
preparation to the Steering Committee meeting (unlisted). The channel gained 300 new followers 
thanks to the continuous interest in the film ‘Afforesting Iceland’ published in Sep 2017. 

3.4 Flickr  

The Flickr account was updated with several images throughout the year, including the ones taken 
at EUFORGEN meetings. The account servesas an image bank which displays tree species and 
botanical tree illustrations used for the technical guidelines. The image bank also serves as source 
of pictures to choose from for the ‘Friday Species’ and other pictures used in the context of 
EUFORGEN. All images shared on Flickr acoount is also under the licence of Creative Commons 
Attribution-Non Commercial-Share Alike, which allows for the  free distribution and use of the 
pictures.    

 

Figure 7: Photostream on the EUFORGEN Flickr account.  
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4. Publications  

4.1 Scientific publications  

Five technical guidelines were published and added to the publications catalogue in 2019. and 
available online and to download. 

 
5. Media and other websites 

Moving EUFORGEN under EFI enabled new opportunities in the area of media engagement through 
collaboration with EFI Lookout Station project. EUFORGEN started to build alliances with media 
houses that invest in science and environment journalism. This was done through Sound Reporting 
Co-Lab bootcamp of the Lookout Station, 8-13 July 2019 and resulted in greater awareness of the 
importance of genetic resources among journalists and general public (see Annex ‘Sound Reporting 
Co-Lab Evaluation’ for more information). 

 
6. Engagement in policy processes 

During 2019, the Coordinator, Michele Bozzano, attended 17 events that created awareness about 
recent outputs of the Programme and introduced EUFORGEN’s work to new audiences. Nine of these 
forums and international conferences were attended by policy-makers. The Coordinator actively 
contributed with presentations and/or interventions in all of them. The Communications Officer, Ewa 
Hermanowicz, attended three events during which EUFORGEN was presented in relation to the 
programme’s science communication activities (for details, see section 6.3 of the technical report ). 

 
7. New communication partnerships  

In 2019, a few new partnerships were initiated, mainly with journalists from major international 
media houses participating in the activities organized in the context of the Lookout Station project 
and Bialowieża Science Initiative led by EFI. 
 

8. Collaboration with EFI communications team for synergies 

Favoured by the spatial proximity and the trustworthy and positive cooperation between EFI and 
EUFORGEN Secretariat, several EUFORGEN outputs were presented and distributed during 
international events on a local level. For instance, at the Bonn UN Day, where EFI distributed 
Technical guidelines of local tree species to the visitors. Further examples are: the federal ”Forest 
conference” (Waldkonferenz) in Düsseldorf  as well as several international lectures held at EFI 
Bonn office. Especially the technical guidelines were very well received and strengthen the visibility 
of EUFORGEN on a local scale. 
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9. Conclusion 
All communication activities rolled out as part of the Action Plan 2019 to implement the 
Communications Strategy led to increased interest and engagement in EUFORGEN’s work by 
researchers, international organizations, forest-related associations policy-makers and journalists, 
which can be demonstrated by the fulfilment and surpass of targets outlined in the Communication 
Activity Plan for 2019:  

• increase in website traffic by 52%,  
• increase in newsletter readership by 88%,  
• increase in twitter followers by 36%,  
• increase in facebook followers by 32% 

 
The move to EFI and engagement in the Lookout Station project and strong presence on social media 
resulted in very high media interest reaching the highest levels in EUFORGEN’s history. The website 
statistics demonstrate a growing interest in EUFORGEN’s work and continuous efforts to share 
knowledge through Wikipedia make it a top referral page – something to bear in mind for future 
planning of communication activities. 
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15th Steering Committee Meeting 
European Forest Genetic Resources Programme (EUFORGEN) 

 
23-25 (26) November 2020 

Virtual Meeting 
DRAFT AGENDA 

 
 
Webinars in preparation for the meeting 
 

Genetic Resources – a new journal serving all GR sectors - Sandra Goritschnig, (Alliance Bioversity-CIAT) - link to the webinar 
 

GeneNet Project – Improving the genetic conservation network for Ireland.  Colin Kelleher (National Botanic Gardens, Ireland) link 
to the webinar 

 
FORGENIUS project – a new H2020-funded project to expand, improve, organise knowledge of forest diversity and resilience. Ivan 
Scotti (INRAE, France) - link to the webinar 
 
European Genetic Resources Strategy - Securing genetic resources in Europe – Development of the European Genetic Resources 
Strategy Nigel Maxted (University of Birmingham, UK) - link to the webinar 

 
Meeting participants are warmly invited to watch the recording of the webinars, since those will be the basis for the discussion during the 
meeting 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UxpZtAsZrlg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fidJFU5Jrls&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fidJFU5Jrls&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Dg_pnRYsMI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMjk_vHnF04&feature=youtu.be
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Monday 23 November 
 

Time Session  Purpose 
Outcome 

Background documents 

9.30 Virtual gathering - informal The virtual space is open to allow the 
meeting participants to informally 
gather and to get ready for the 
meeting 

 

10.00 Opening of the meeting 

Logistics and instructions for the online event 
(Ewa Hermanowicz, Secretariat) 

  

Introduction and approval of the agenda (Michele Bozzano, Secretariat) For discussion and approval 
The agenda is approved  

Draft Agenda of the meeting 
 

Introduction of participants and nomination of meeting rapporteurs 
(E. Hermanowicz) 

 List of participants 

10.20 Session 1: Reporting 

EUFORGEN´s 2019 Technical and Financial report (M. Bozzano) 
EUFORGEN´s Communication 2019 and 2020 (Ewa Hermanowicz 
Secretariat) 

For discussion and approval  
Technical and financial report for 2019 
are approved by the SC 

Technical and financial report for 
2019 
Communications report 

Update on EUFORGEN´s activities during 2020 (M. Bozzano) For information and discussion  
2020 EUFORGEN´s activities are 
presented 

 

 GenRes Bridge project (updates and next steps) M. Bozzano For information and discussion  
2019-20 project´s activities are 
presented 

www.genresbridge.eu  

11.15 Coffee Break   

11.30 Session 2: Issues stemming from webinars  

E. Hermanowicz 

• GenRes Journal (www.genresj.org ) 

 

 
 
 
For discussion and deliberation 
SC to indicate if the journal is relevant 
for the FGR community if supporting it 
 

Webinars  

The FORGENIUS Project (Ivan Scotti (INRAe))  
• MoU - data sharing agreement (Marjana Westergren (GIS)) 

For information and discussion   

http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Documents/BackgroundDocs/SC15/draft_list_of_participants.pdf
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Documents/BackgroundDocs/SC15/EUFORGEN_annual_report_2019_Draft.pdf
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Documents/BackgroundDocs/SC15/EUFORGEN_2019_Annex1Budget.pdf
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Documents/BackgroundDocs/SC15/Communication_report_2019.pdf
http://www.genresbridge.eu/
http://www.genresj.org/
http://www.euforgen.org/index.php?id=3037
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Time Session  Purpose 
Outcome 

Background documents 

 Pending actions from the webinars are 
addressed 

Emerging needs and opportunities 
• EU Rural developments funds for cofounding FGR activities 2021-

2027 (Felipe Pérez Martín (Spain)) 

• Glossary (Anna-Maria Farsakoglou, Secretariat) 
• Species’ pages on the EUFORGEN’s website (M. Bozzano) 

 

  

Introducing Session 3 (M. Bozzano)   

12.30 Lunch break   

14.00 Session 3: European Genetic Resources Strategy (EGRS) 
presented to the EUFORGEN Steering Committee 

 Recording of the webinar  

European Genetic Resources Strategy (Nigel Maxed (UoB))  
Q/A 
 

For information and discussion 
The SC has a comprehensive overview 
of the overall European Genetic 
Resources Strategy 

European Genetic Resources 
Strategy draft version 3.1 
 

14.45 Coffee Break    

15.00 European Genetic Resources Strategy – key commitments For discussion 
The SC discusses the possible key 
commitments and agrees on a 
consolidated EUFORGEN perspective 
for the following day  

EGRS 
15.2  
 

16.50 Assessment of day 1 (and getting ready for the following day) 

E. Hermanowicz 

Strengths and possible improvements 
for the next days 

  

17.00 Close of the day     

 
  

https://youtu.be/RMjk_vHnF04
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Documents/BackgroundDocs/SC15/GenRes_Bridge_EGRS_draft_3.1_core_20201104.docx
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Documents/BackgroundDocs/SC15/GenRes_Bridge_EGRS_draft_3.1_core_20201104.docx
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Tuesday 24 November 
 

Time Session Purpose 
Outcome 

Background documents 

10.00 Brief recap – M. Bozzano and participants   

10.15 Session 4: The European FOREST Genetic Resources Strategy 

(AM Farsakoglou) 
 

For information and discussion 
The SC has a comprehensive overview 
of the draft European Forest Genetic 
Resources Strategy  

Draft Zero European Forest 
Genetic Resources Strategy 
 

11.00 Coffee Break   
11.15 Defining a roadmap for the finalisation of the FGR Strategy and to 

address complementary issues  
• Environmental classification for the strategy 
• Ex situ minimum requirements 
• Key commitments 

For discussion and approval FAO Ecological zones – JRC s 

11.45 Getting ready for the afternoon session (M. Bozzano) For discussion  

12.00 Lunch Break     

13.30 Cross-domain feedback workshop  
Opening of the online space 

  

14.00 Welcome and introductions    

14.30 Sharing feedback from the networks 

Domains coordinators/Secretary will introduce the outcomes of the 
domain-specific discussions of the previous day 

For discussion  

15.20 Coffee Break    
15.35 Processing feedback from the networks  For discussion  

16.25 Closing   

16.30 Close of the day   

 
 
  

http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Documents/BackgroundDocs/SC15/FGR_Strategy_DraftZero_4SCfeedback.pdf
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Documents/BackgroundDocs/SC15/FGR_Strategy_DraftZero_4SCfeedback.pdf
https://ies-ows.jrc.ec.europa.eu/efdac/download/Atlas/pdf/European_forests_an_ecological_overview.pdf
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Wednesday 25 November 
 

Time Session Purpose 
Outcome 

Background documents 

10.00 Brief recap M. Bozzano and participants   

10.15 Session 5: addressing open issues (M. Bozzano) 

• Exploring the possibility of EUFORGEN receiving funding by the 
European Commission 

• State of Europe’s FGR report 
• Inputs into the development of the EU Forest Strategy  
• Transition measures for countries joining the new Phase 

• Countries sharing fees and responsibilities internally 
 

For discussion and deliberation  
Open issues are discussed and actions 
to address them have been defined 

 
 
 
 
 
 
EU Forest Strategy - roadmap 

11.00 Coffee Break   
11.15 Session 6: workplan for 2021   

 Definition of workplan for 2021 and modalities to nominate 
representatives for the collaborative platforms 

o Discussion platforms  
o Working Groups 
o Advisory committee 

 

  

 Closure - Date and place for the next meeting   

12.00 Lunch Break     

13.15 Feedback Workshop on the European Genetic Resources Strategy  Separate programme  

15.15 Coffee break    

15.35 Feedback Workshop on the European Genetic Resources Strategy   Separate programme  

17.00 Close of the meeting   

 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12674-EU-Forest-Strategy-
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Thursday 26 November 
 

Time Session Purpose 
Outcome 

Background documents 

13.15 Feedback Workshop on the European Genetic Resources Strategy 

 

 Separate programme  

15.00 Coffee break    

15.20 Feedback Workshop on the European Genetic Resources Strategy 

  

  Separate programme  

16.30 Close of the meeting   
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15th meeting of the EUFORGEN Steering Committee 23-25 November 2020 

(virtual meeting)  

      List of Participants 

 

EUFORGEN National Coordinators 
 

Heino Konrad  

(on behalf of Thomas Geburek) 

Austrian Research Centre for Forests (BFW) 

Austria  

 

Alain Servais  

Service Public of Wallonia  

Forest tree seed center  

Belgium  

 

Mladen Ivankovic  

Croatian Forest Research Institute  

Croatia  

 

Josef Frýdl  

Forestry and Game Management Research 

Institute (FGMRI)  

Czech Republic  

 

Ditte Christina Olrik  

Ministry of Environment and Food of 

Denmark, Nature Agency  

Denmark  

 

 

 

Tiit Maaten  

Institute of Forestry and Rural Engineering  

Estonian University of Life Sciences  

Estonia  

 

Mari Rusanen  

Natural Resources Institute Finland (LUKE)  

Finland  

 

François Lefèvre  

INRAE - Ecologie des Forêts 

Méditerranéennes  

France  

 

László Nagy  

Forestry Research Institute 

Natural Agricultural Research and 

Innovation Centre (NARIC) 

Hungary  

 

Adalsteinn Sigurgeirsson  

Icelandic Forest Service  

Iceland  
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Brian Clifford  

Department of Agriculture, Food and the 

Marine  

Ireland  

 

Maurizio Sabatti 

Department for Innovation in Biological, 

Agro-food and Forest systems 

DIBAF - University of Tuscia 

Italy 

Darius Kavaliauskas  

(on behalf of Virgilijus Baliuckas) 

Vytautas Magnus University  

Lithuania  

 

Frank Wolter  

Administration de la nature et des forêts  

Luxembourg  

 

Maria Masini  

(on behalf of Darrin T.  Stevens) 

Environment and Resources Authority 

(ERA) 

Malta  

 

Joukje Buiteveld   

Centre for Genetic Resources Netherlands  

Netherlands  

 

Tor Myking  

Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy 

Research (NIBIO) 

Norway  

 

Czesław Kozioł  

Kostrzyca Forest Gene Bank  

Poland  

 

Mirjana Šijačić-Nikolić  

Faculty of Forestry 

University of Belgrade  

Serbia 

Roman Longauer  

National Forest Centre - Forest Research 

Institute (NLC-FRI) 

Slovakia  

 

Hojka Kraigher  

Slovenian Forestry Institute  

Slovenia  

 

Andreas Rudow  

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH)  

Institute of Terrestrial Ecosystems  

Switzerland  

 

Neil Riddle  

Forestry Commission  

United Kingdom  

 
Focal Points 
 

Oleg Baranov  

Forest Institute of National Academy of 

Science of Belarus  

Belarus  

 

An vanden Broek 

INBO 

Belgium 

 

Dalibor Ballian  

Faculty of Forestry, University of Sarajevo  

Bosnia and Herzegovina  

 

Areti Christodoulou  

(on behalf of Andreas Christou)  

Department of Forests  

Cyprus  

 

Bernd Degen  

Johann Heinrich von Thünen Institute  

Federal Research Institute for Rural Areas, 

Forestry and Fisheries   

Germany  
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Mirko Liesenbach 

Johann Heinrich von Thünen Institute  

Federal Research Institute for Rural Areas, 

Forestry and Fisheries   

Germany  

 

Despina Paitaridou  

Ministry of Environment and Energy  

General Directorate of Forest 

Greece  

 

 

Valeriu Caisin  

Botanical Garden, Forest Research and 

management Institute (FRMI) 

Moldova  

 

Vlatko Andonovski  

University Ss. Cyril and Methodius - 

Faculty of Forest Sciences, Landscape 

Architecture and Environmental 

Engineering  

North Macedonia  

 

Isabel   Carrasquinho   

Instituto Nacional de Investigação Agrária e 

Veterinária (INIAV) 

Portugal  

 

Ecaterina Nicoleta Apostol  

National Institute for Research and 

development in Forestry "Marin Dracea"   

Romania  

 

Felipe Perez  

Ministry of Ecological Transition and the 

Demographic Challenge  

Spain  

 

Sanna Black-Samuelsson  

Swedish Forest Agency  

Sweden  

 

Gaye Eren Kandemir  

Ministry of Forest and Water Affairs  

Turkey  

 

Svitlana Los  

Ukrainian Inst. of Forestry and  

Forest Melioration  

Ukraine  

 
Observers 
 

Robert Mavsar 

European Forest Institute (EFI) 

 

Giovanbattista De Dato  

Silva Mediterranea 

FAO 

  

Bruno Fady 

INRAe 

France 

 

Ivan Scotti 

INRAe 

France 

 

Marjana Westergren 

Slovenian Forestry Institute 

Slovenia 

 

EUFORGEN Secretariat 
 

Michele Bozzano 

European Forest Institute (EFI) 

 

Anna Maria Farsakoglou 

European Forest Institute (EFI) 

 

Ewa Hermanowicz 

European Forest Institute (EFI) 

 

Lidwina Koop 

European Forest Institute (EFI) 
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Unable to attend 
 

Thomas Geburek 

Austrian Research Centre for Forests (BFW) 

Austria  

 

Bart De Cuyper 

INBO 

Belgium 

 

Mariya  Nikolova-Belovarska  

Executive Forest Agency  

Bulgaria  

 

Andreas Christou 

Department of Forests  

Cyprus  

 

Irina Tvauri  

Georgian Academy of Sciences  

Institute of Mountain Forestry of  

Georgia  

 

Virgilijus Baliuckas 

Lithuanian Forest Research Institute 

Lithuania 

 

Darrin T.  Stevens 

Environment and Resources Authority 

(ERA) 

Malta  
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